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HELP GUIDE

QUESTIONS?
Search “Department of Energy

Guide to Solar” for more
recommendations and

information. 

WHY SOLAR? 

Real Estate Value: Owning
solar panels increases the
value of your home by
$15,000 on average. 
Profit: Illinois allows you to
sell any excess energy you
produce, so you can even
profit off of your solar panel
system. 

Economic Benefits 

Health Benefits for
Everyone: Solar panels
decrease carbon emissions
and improve air and water
quality.
Conservation: Because solar
panels use less water than
other forms of energy, they
can save your household
16,200 gallons of water every
year. 

Environmental Benefits



Check if your roof needs to be
replaced. Old roofs are not
suitable for solar panels, and
replacing your roof will be much
more expensive if you do so after
installing panels. 

Calculate your energy
consumption. Knowing roughly how
much energy your house uses will be
helpful in deciding how many
panels you will need. 

Ensure your project meets permit
& building code standards.  Some
municipalities require you to have a
permit and to follow building code
specifics. Your contractor can help
you through this process. 

Verify a company’s
credentials

The North American Board
of Certified Energy
Practitioners (NABCEP) is
the best certification for
solar companies

Check with other
consumers’ experiences by
reading reviews online 

Research and get quotes
from multiple different
companies to find the best
option for you
 
Carefully read any
contracts and documents
before signing 

BEFORE YOU INSTALL... FIND YOUR
COMPANY 

AFTER INSTALLATION
Search for government
incentives and tax
breaks. There are many
incentives you can
receive from installing
solar. Search “DSIRE:
Database of State
Incentives for
Renewables &
Efficiency” for a
comprehensive list of
benefits that apply to
you. 

Will my solar panels
need maintenance?
Typically, solar panels
require very little
maintenance. Solar
installers usually offer
warranty policies in the
event that a panel
breaks.


